
Noticing Ethnography Exercise
For this week’s activity, you are going to be conducting an ethnographic study in pairs or trios where you will visit the home of someone who lives in the New York area. You can choose to visit the home of a classmate or a friend outside of the class.
The goal of this project is to provide another way to discover new things. By spending time with someone in his or her own space, you will have the opportunity to glimpse the world from another point of view. This point of view may be like yours in many ways, or perhaps completely different.
You’ll find four potential project topics below, from which you should choose one to guide your ethnographic exercise.
1. Apartment Organization  You are seeking to understand how people organize small spaces such as urban apartments. To gather information, you are planning to go into homes and talk to residents about their solutions, concerns, needs, and desires.
· For this, you might imagine to be working for a company that designs organizational/storage solutions (could be physical, technological, decorative…), or an artist who is seeking to create a piece that speaks to (or challenges, or enhances…) the reality of urban living.
· Be sure to choose a single clear objective, as that will guide your conversation and focus.
2. Roommate Dynamics  You’re interested in understanding the different ways roommates share spaces and how that affects their choices of technology, furniture, cooking, and daily life patterns around the apartment.
· For this, you might imagine to be working for a company who wants to develop a product or service for roommates to improve their experience or address unmet needs.
· Be sure to choose a single clear objective, as that will guide your conversation and focus.
3. Identity Expressed Through Space  You are seeking to bring a type of person to life by understanding how they express themselves through their choices in their aspirations, in the items they own, and in their day-to-day life. You will be observing and discussing things such as décor, furniture choice and arrangement, cleanliness, displayed and hidden items, and more. Your goal is to describe what motivates this type of person and who they seek to be.
· For this, you might be an artist seeking to develop a work that challenges or enhances the space, or you might be working for a company that markets to a particular type of person and needs to understand more about not just what they do, but why.
· Be sure to choose a single clear objective, as that will guide your conversation and focus.
4. Cleanliness  You’re seeking to understand current solutions to cleaning for apartment dwellers, and how these are related to personality, physical context, schedules, needs, and other factors. You also want to observe any work-arounds or novel solutions being implemented, any unmet needs, and current prioritizations.
· For this, imagine you are working for a start-up that wants to develop new ways of cleaning.
· Be sure to choose a single clear objective, as that will guide your conversation and focus.
Once you’ve chosen your focus and specific project objective, you will prepare your discussion and observation plan. Use the presentation details below to create a plan that covers the types of questioning and observation we discussed.
For your class presentation, please come prepared to share five slides (approximately 10 minutes per group) containing the following information:
1. Project Background, which might include:
· Where you visited—including basic participant demographic and apartment location 
· Which topic you chose, and your project objective
· Key questions that you sought to understand
2. Project Methodology, which might include:
· What you asked the participant to show you, including tours of areas
· What you asked the participant to reenact or demonstrate for you
· What idealized or perfect scenarios you asked the participant to share
· What specific details of the environment you planned to observe
3. Pictures!
· Include pictures whenever possible! They’ll extend your stories and might even tell some of their own. Pictures will bring your experience to life for others.
4. Key Findings
5. Surprises or Changes in Perspective
6. Recommendations or Implications, which should be specific to your project objective
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